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Sent 2 


ainſt certaine Couetous perſons, inhabitants of Humerſton 


. | 
1 


colacthire, 5. miles from Grimsby: Thought to be a iuſtpuniſhr] 


from God, in the behalfe of the Poore, the 3. of Tnly laſt, 1610. 


How theit Corne was deſtroyed: the like neuer heard of in ai 
ö 


Onely one Mans eſtate prelerued, who gue thein Releife. As it 
iuſti ea before the Knights and Iuſtices of that County at the Quar- 

ter Seſſions holden at Lowth : the tenth day of Iuly. 
With the Lamentable end of Ieh Cormiſh his Wife and two child 
who were moſt*ſ'rargly confonnded in one day, at Strom in Staffor, 
ſheire the ninth of May. 161.6. ? 
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from Heaven. 


Sent againſt certaine couetous perſons, Inhabitants 
of Humerſtone in Liecolne-ſhire, 5. miles from 
Grimesby : Thought to be a iuſt puniſhment from 
God, inthe behalfe of the Poore, The 3. of 
July /aff.1 6 16. 
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HAV Reuerend , Learned, and 
euer to be pꝛayſed Saint of God, 
Father Latimer, ſometimes Bi⸗ 
chop of Wozcefter , comming to 
pꝛeach befoze that Ring of famous 
memozy Edward the ſixt, tooke 
fo2 his Text, theſe wo2zds , Take 
heed and beware of Couetouſnes: 
and this, with aloud voyce , hee 
declared ſix ſeuerall tunes togi- 

ther without interpoſition of any other ſentence betweene , 

to the much amazement of his Auditory : but in the end he 
ſhewed them that thoſe very woꝛds were a ſufficient Sermon 
fo; thoſe tunes, and deſerued not an howerly , but anendles 
- repetition. Oh, what would that good man ſap now in 
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Thander, Lightning, and Haile 


theſe iron dayes ofoures ! whereinthis ſinne of Conetoaſ- 
nes (which ought to be as odious vnto ps, as the (xluation 
of our ſoules acceptable ) rapneth and rageth like a fiend , 


Gyant, 82 a young Lyon , ready to begin his courſe : would 


he not then tell vs that the conetous man is the trowe fooliſh 
man, the deſperate man, the moſt pooꝛe man, one that wants 
as well that which he hath , as that which he hath not: {that 
lines in au eternall affliction, p2eſanting all men pet toꝛmen⸗ 
ting himlelfe aboue all men. All ſinnes are begun in pꝛide, 
koꝛ there wee firſt turne from God: but all ſinnes are raoted 
and fprung from couetouſnes, fo2 by it wee tourne to much 
to the creatures , and as a learned father ſaith , Riches cauſe 
ſwear in the getting of them, they cauſe feate in the poſleſs 
fing of them, they bring forth griefe in the looſing of them, 
and which is woꝛſe, The labour of the couetous is not onely 
periſhing, but killing, either thy riches doe fortake thee, or 
thou the m. | | 
Af then miſerable man will hane no hope but his wealth 
what will the wealth ofthat hope be when the ſoule and body 
ſhall be deuided aſunder: how is it poſſible that a couetous 
ma n ſhould truſt God with his ſoule, that will not truſt him 
with his body? God , like the true father of the beſt family, 
takes care fo2 all his childꝛen, why ſhould then the couetous 
man doubt leaſt he cannot ſuſtayne him : he that is moſt wiſe, 
applyeth his wiſdome to relieue vs; why ſhould the couetous 
man doubt the meanes how: he that is moſt bountifull o⸗ 
pens a liberall hand vnto vs, why ſhould the couetous man 
make queſtion of his willingnes: O thou which art moze 
ſtupid then the rockes (foꝛ they ſhake at his power) remem⸗ 
ber thou haſt the woꝛd of his moſt bleſſed Donne, our Saui- 
our, which is the maiſter of all in heauen and earth, that no⸗ 
thinge of thoſe thinges which are needfull foꝛ man (hall be 
wanting to them which ſeeke the kingdame of God, relie 
then on his pꝛomiſe foz he is all truth, and truth will neuer 
deteiue thee, 
What ſhall wee thinke of couetouſnes , oz what ſhall 2 
he bes ny ap 


from Heauen, 

ſay it is, why it is the very fane o2 topmaſt of all Adolatry » 
ſetting the creatures in the place of their Creatoz , and tranſ* 
pozting alt confidence that's due to God, ts earthly thin ges⸗ 
vild, baſe, and coruptabie, and what is loned moze then, 
God is effeemed befoꝛe God, and whatſoener houldeth that 
eſtimation muſt neceſſarily recide in the heart, which is the 
place of God. Eſau ſould his birth right fo2 pottage, how 
many Eſaus now ſell the inheritance of heauen it ſelfe, a plate 
purchaſed foz vs by the blond of our bleſſed Samour , onely 
fo2 the gaine ok a little temyorall riches, though as 
as vapne as the wozld and as vncertapne as the pleaſures 
thereof, Iudas ſould Chziſt fo2 finer , the couetous man 
ſells the grate of Chꝛiſt foz earth. how can any man aſppꝛe 
to the kingdome of heauen , that hath his ſoule neald to his 
bagges, and his heart full of the hugkes of Bogges:how can 
he lift vp his ſpirits to Godward, whoſe onely ſtudy is to 
finde the reſt of his ſoule in the wealth ol his renenewes , 63 
high raiſd Towers of his ſumptuous buildinges. O call to 
minde what the wozd of truth ſaith, that riches are thoꝛnes, 
he therefoze that loueth ritches loueth thomes, which thoꝛnes 
wound the ſoule, choake the ſonle, kill the ſoule: And as 
thoznes doe hinder tho increaſe of the ſeede, ſo the ouer much 
care of riches doth hinder the ſpirituall fount of the wozd, 
thoznes afflict the body with pꝛickings, fo riches doe 
bere the ſoule with ſharpe cares, pea cares, that gnaw⸗ 
ing vppon the foule , bing fozth ſozrowe , ſoz⸗ 
row deſperation , and deſperation bzingeth fozth eter- 
nall deſtruction. 
Beleene it thou couetous man thou ſhalt perich if thou 
gather onely periſhing things, the treaſures which ruff 
and mothes doe cozrupt, foz they that gather together tres⸗ 
ſares in the earth, are like them which h20z> bp cozne in 
mopſte places, not remembzing how ſcone it wi l rotte and 
come to putrifaction, of all follies none is moze ſtrong then 
the planting the mayne end and ſcope of our defires in the 
riches of this wozld, foz how can 8 bodily thing fill — as 
+ ozne 
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done the ſonle which is a ſpirit, when rather the ſpirituall 


nature bo his own? vertue doth ſo compꝛehend cozporall 
things that it is ſtretched fozth by no quantity: The ſouls 
is created to eternity, what infinittes of wrongs doſt thou 
dos vnto her if thou place the end of all her beit deſires in 
things fading. vaine and momentary, foz who knowes not 
that the ſoule by how much the moze i: is liffed vp vntg 
G O D, byſo much the mne it is withdzawne from the 
loue of riches, nay all things in the wazld, by how much 
thep areneerer heauenlpt pings, by ſo much they deſire lefſe 
ond gather fogather fewer things: The Birds of the apre, 
the Lillies of the fielde, thep neither ſow noz reape, yet Sa- 
lomon their inferior, and pet the Pice and creeping thing; 
doe heape fogether-in their Caues, which ſhewes them of 
much wozſe and vilder condition and of a farre maize igno⸗ 
ble n ime then the other, and truelp it is the trueſt carracter 
of the ſoales heauenly meditation; when ſhe leaſt etcemes 
and contemneth thefe periſhing earthly commodities, fo; 
when ſhe is turned away from God, then is che faſtned and 


fettred to riches and then do all inozdinate laſts and defices 


raygne ouer her like a Tyrant making her commit anp 
ſinne how hatefull fseuer, then it is that fleſhly man foꝛget⸗ 
teth how God hath giuen him a ſoule, ſo that hee dare not 
truſt him with his vilde carkaſſe, hee then beholds not how 
that G O D doth feede all liuing creatures whoſe eves doe 
lookvp and truſt in him, 4 ther foze miſerably doubts whe- 
ther hes will ſuſkayne him yea o2 no, whom He hath created 
euen to his owne Image, pooꝛe miſerable man let it ſhams 
thee that kapth and reaſon cannot wazke that in thy ſonle 
and conſcience, which natarall inſt inckt doth wazke euen 
in th: moſt bruite and lauadge creatures, O how infinitiis 
the defidence and diſtraſt ol the couetous man, fo2 he will 
not giue credit to the woꝛd of G O D befoze hee haue pꝛo- 


vided thoſs cozruptible helpes which euen kamich and 


ſtarue him in the greatnes and greedines of his plenty. 
Che couetous man, ok all men is the moſt bniuſt, and 


the 


Haile from Heauen. 
the mot deceining, and why? becauſe he ought 


nothing in- 


to the wond, with him, and pet is fo gredily carefull of 


woꝛldly ritches, as if he ſhould beare away caſtles, towers, 
and treaſury , vay the very mines of the earth out of the 
woꝛld with him, againe he is of all men the moſt vnthank⸗ 
full, and ingratefull, and why? betauſe he inioyeth much of 
Gods gods, and a woꝛld of his bleſſings, and yet is neuer 
tarryed vp with a confidence in his heart to be thankfull , to 
the giuer of thoſe good thinges, o2 to diſtribute them by an- 
honeſt ſcale, ts the poozemdigent and needfull Creatures; 
laſty hee is moſt fooliſh and ſcottiſh , becauſe hee leaueth the 
true god, without which nothing is truely god, and tleaues 
vnto that which without the grace of God is not good: fo 
that I may ſay with a learned father. Hee char is intangled 


Vith the loue of earthly thinges, doth not poſſeſſe them, but 


is poſſeſſed of them. Why thy Couetouſnes is neither ex- 
tinguilht by ſupertluity noꝛ ſcarcity, not by the latter becauſe 
the deſire ol hauing doth increaſe when it cannot be obtained 
which s long deſired , noz by the fozmer becauſe the coue⸗ 
tous perſon by how much the moꝛe hee gets, by ſo much the 
moze he leckes, nay when he hath gotten and polleſleth that 
which was defired-ofconetouſnes, there is euen at the ſame 
inſtant withall adminiſtred, as it were nder hand, a new 
matter ol deſiring, and ſo like the viole nde of a waſting fire, 
when it hath taken the wood and matter that it conſumes, 
it increaſeth: Couetouſnes is a B2zooke or ſmall Rinellet, 


little at the beginning, but afte rwards when other currents 


of ſunne fall into it, it increaſeth, without bound, without 
without meaſure: ſet then (D woꝛdly man) limits to thy de⸗ 
fires of wealth, leaſt that vnſatiſfied deſire dꝛaw thee to a 
never ſatiſfied deſtruction: fo2it is moſt certaine that many 


men doe devourenthis life that wich afterwards they dif- 


ieff in Pell: and many from their thirlt of gatne , dꝛinke ri- 


vers of p perdition. Now if theſe meditations cans 


notenter thy ſouls, but that thy hard heart, like aGulwarks 
or earth w — 
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the indge ment of God x look ints the examples in times pat 
and ti nes p!eſent ; inunagine thou ſeeſt Dodome and Ga- 
mazray enen fla ning befoꝛe ther, Jeruſalem waſted and bu- 
ried, in her cinders, the Tower of iloam fall upon the IC- 
raclites, thinke thou ſec the ritch man crying from Hell foꝛ 
one dꝛop of water to coole his tongue, Daud weping fo: his 
luſt, whilſt the peſfilence ra zed oner all his kingdome, the 
childzenof loo banquetting till the rumes of the hovſe fell 
ppon them; call to minde Lucifers fall fo2 pave, Nabals end 
Mens and Ahabs death fe2 couetauſnes, but if theſe 
long fincecommemozations be to weake to lift vp thy heaup 

ſoule,tooke nearer to the dayes almoſt of thineowne remem⸗ 
bꝛante, and thenſeehow by winde and tempeff not many 
yeares ſince, thee hundzed waight of lead was tene from 
the Abby of Meſtminſter and fell vppon x poung mans 
head who periſhed with the blow : and in the ſame tempe@, 
how graues / end tilt boat with foꝛty perſons in it, ta scot⸗ 
tiſh ſhip laden with cone were both ſtrangety tozne in pic- 
ces, t᷑ not one luring creature in them ſauod, alſo by the ſame 


ſtoꝛme was the farmer neere and witch his vninſt bought 


cone blown all oucr the country, and the blaſphenung Noz- 
folke man, as he rid ouer a bzidge , hoyſled from thence and 
dꝛolond inthe riner, Melbone in hampſharethe ſame time 
had the ſfeeple downe and many houſes and cattell 
periſht vnder it and at Bꝛiſtow diners pzophane damkards 
comming from the ale were blowne into adimghtilpit, and 
there choakt and ſtifledun the filth of the ſame. But to came 
to ſomewhat moze neerer tunes, remember how in atowne 
called Sutton, within the Ite of Elie in Ca 
in the veare of our Lo2d 15 9-4. there fell ach outragious 
tempeſt of thunnder, lightening and rame tontinning the 
ſpace of ſixe houres that no man noꝛ beaſt was able tu abine 
in the fields, but as if the laſt day had herne come, fled and 
beſought the mountaines to couoer them,, and in this ftoxue 
a flock of theep' the goods af one William Ozes hy violenca ut 
thelightening were all at ane bio w itruchen den, and nat 


SE, any 


_ Haile from Heauen. 
any liuing thing ſaued but a little boy that kept them, and 
onepoo2e filly Lambe; alſo at the ſame time in Suſſex there 
roſe ſuch floods of water, that iron Pilles were bozne away; 
and an infinite ſoꝛt of men and cattell deſtroyed by the ſame. 
Allo in Lincolnechire at the ſame time the thunder and light- 
ning was ſo outragious, that birds flying in the ayre had 
their feathers burnt vppon their backes, and their bodies 
tonſumed, nay ſo violent was the-terro2 thereof, that foꝛ 
two daies fpacenot any lining thing was ſeene to moue in 
the ſkye, and to this the Country of Oxfoꝛd was alſo a wit- 
nes, where the thunder and tempeſt was ſo great, that the 
day from the night was little o2 nothing at all diſcerned: 
But whither wander J in this diſcourſe,ſince to repeate the 
iudgements of God oz exp2efſe his power, were to compile a 
wozke infinite, let it ſuffice, we haue not onely heard with 
dur eares, and our foꝛefathers haue declared to vs the noble 
wozkes that God hath done in their dayes and in the old 
time befoze them, but wee haue alfo ſeene with our eyes O 
God thy moſt fearefull iudgements, able to melt the moll 
flinty bꝛeſt of the vildeft liner. 

To tome therefoze to this pꝛeſent time, and compare 
Gods indgements with the Hatefull ſinne of Conetouſnes, 
you ſhall viverffand that vppon the third of July laſt paſt 
1616. being Wedneſday, the pooꝛe people of the towne of 
Humerſtone in Lincolneſhire five miles from Grimſby a 
market towne in the ſame country, ſteing the fruitfulnes of 
the peare, and how ſeaſonably euery time had conſpired 
one with another to bꝛing fo2th the increaſe of the earth in 
greater plenty then had beene ſeene many peares befo2e, in 
all peaceable and neighbourly manner made their peti 
tothe rich Farmers of the ſame village being many in num⸗ 
ber, that they would be pleaſed to giue them leane to gather 
peaſe oꝛ peſcods from their lands as they had in foꝛmer time 
done, and as it was almoſt a general reteiucd cuſtome ouer 
all the parts of this whole Kindome, but the rich Farmers, 


being men of hardened hearts, and ſuch as not feeling want 
7 B 2 | would 


Thundering lightening , and 
would by no meanes know there was any want, with an 
ill ſetied reſolution and ſome rough tearmes gaue the poo2e 
men a fiat deniall: of their ſute, and adding therewith all; 
fome menacing law th2eats , that ik any of them durſt at- 
tempt the gathering ot a peaſe, how vndoingly eoſtly they 
ſhould finde it: the pooꝛe men with ſad hearts and much af- 
ſxight at the bug beares which lie hid under the law and 
contention, departed pꝛaping God ta ſoften their hearts and 
to make them know that they were but ſewards and muſt 
one day giue an account foꝛ theſe hidden talents which they 
thought to ſmother in the earth, and neither to doe good to 
themſelues no2 others, ſeeing that when the Loꝛd of the 
ſtoꝛe ſhall tome, he will not be pleaſed with their vniuſt dea⸗ 
lings: and as they were thus going to their ownehouſes,the 
pooze men met with one Goodman Harriſona wealthy far⸗ 
mer of the ſame. towne, pet nothing fo ritch in wazldly 
wealth as in the treaſure of much honeſty and of 
life, fo2 hee was of all men eſteemed faz agodly , r , 
and moſt vpright well dealing man, one whole heart was 
like his countenance euer cheerefall and fee, ſeldame diſps- 
ſed to anger 02 ſadnes, fo2 his hate to wzongs mad him ſel- 
dome or neuer either doe 02 receius iniuries , vertus defen⸗ 
ding him fromthe fir and ſhame from the latter. 
Now this godman Haryſon perceining the poze men re 
tourned in this heaup plight , did agke them the reaſon of 
their ſad loskes and they knawing his goadneſle becauſs 
they had often fel! his goovnefſe, bouidly imparted puto 
him what ſuit they had made to their rich neigybours, and 
bow ſternely awd craelip they were not onelp denped their 
reaſonable requeſt, but alſo with much thzeatning menaced 
if need ſhogld compell them, to vnplot their apaintment, 
Now G O iD fozbid anſwezed goodman Harryſon, that we 
Gould deny our pooze neighbours the gathering of a few 
peaſon, being a thing that euen cuſtome, nature and the law 
of Charrity commaundeth at our hands,foz why doth Got 


gine vs thy placing of the garth, but that W 
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ſhoglyalfo blette car pope bzetberen. Is il not ſaid than 
ait not muzeil the mouth of tde Oxe, Mozſe, oz Aſſe, that 
treadeth ont the cone, and chali J gagge oz ſow vp the 
mouth of the pooꝛe that labour foz me and my whole fami- 
lte, it is not fit neighbaure it is not ſit, and at theſe woꝛds 
he deſired the pooze men to tourne backe againe to his rich 
neighbours', afluring them pat he woald be a ſpoake man 
fo; them, not douting but to pzeuaple in a matter ſo honeſt 
and reaſonable; heerevpan the pooze men reteurned backe 
wich goodinan Hat ryſon, who, with words like bis heart 
yoneſt aud ſincere, onte againe perſwade d his neighbours 
to gr aunt this petition to the pose men, but all was in 
baine, foz they being manp and he but one thep -byolent 
and he mike, ſo duer⸗æuled the matter that the poozemens 
ſuite was bitterly denayd, and all ſhaddow of hope ſe cleane 
taken e wap, that the podze men relolned, neuer m92e: to 
thinke on te motis . 

Pow when Harryſon ſawthe cnet of his neighbours 
and dow blindly their caus tanſnefſe led them into all hard- 
ueſſe of heart, and contempt of Gods commandements, he 
he called all the paoze men to him in the pꝛeſents of the 
rich, and there told them that he wis a ſublect and a fre 
man, uad one on whom G O D had beſtowed bleſſings a⸗ 
bote his merr ie. that he had there amongſt them free hould 
land, ſuch as neither their cuſtomes noꝛ crueities could tye 
to any ot their obſernations , and thereſoʒe in tis name of 
SDD he willed all tze pode men to got into ſhe field and 
bouldlie vpon his lands to gather peate at their swine pleas 
ſures, and withall perſwading them by no meanes to offend 
their neighbours; oz to doe them any treſpaſce, but as foz bis 
owne lands to make no ſpare, fo; if it doe ſatilſte their 
wants it paydhim the full rent he required. - 

Che pode men pꝛaiſed HS © D koz his, goodneſſe and 
heartily p2aped that all plenty of fare might be doubly 
ddubled pen him, and ſo they departed inta the fields to 
gather peaſe on good man er lands, fo; the Oe 
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of them and their pooze families, whillt the rich men biting 


their lips and (mpiing in contempt, gane bis honeſt almes 
died the title of pꝛide and oſtentation. 
- When the pooze men had gathered peaſe ſuffictent fog 
their celeite, they ſaw the CEuoning to draw on with a moze 
thicke and btacke counten ante, then vſually it was accuſfo- 
med ſo that pʒeſaged ſome ſtoʒme to tome, on they hau nes 
to tak vp their loads, and altogether with one heart and 
bopce pꝛayſing G © D, and pꝛaping foz their benefactoz 
they departed homewards, but ſcarcely were they enfred 
into their houſes, when ſodatnly the Heauens grew black, 
and night many honers befoze her true time, became my- 
firis and conered all that Hemyſpheare , when inſt antip 
great cracks ot Thunder bzake from the ſkies, and ſtrange 
lightnings flaſhed vp and downe in ſuch dyolent manner, 
that peoples hearts were aſtonpſhed and great feareentred 
amongſt them; after this thunder and. lightning fell ſuch a 
ſtoꝛme of haple and came, that the like hath not bene read 
noz heard of ſince the daies of the Aſraelites, fo2 the havle- 
ſtones were generally full nine inches ſquare, but particu- 
larly of a much bigger compaſſe , neither fell the rafnc in 
dpops but ſtreames one ouertaking another ſa haſtily as if 
it had bene out of aſpout'oz conduit , and this raine and 
bople mpring their vpolences together ſo beate down all 
manner of come graine and pulſe to the ground, and ſo ra- 
foplike cut of the cots and heads of the coꝛne. that not in 
al: thoſs ſpacious fields belonging to that wretched fowne 
of Humerſton, being hundzeds of ackers in compaſſe was 
nat to be found a ſfalke that had either eare oz cod bpon it. 
one iy the cone of this vertuous man good man Harriſons 
excepted, which albe it lap ſcatered by fingle lands, two 
lands and thꝛe lands, here and the re amongſt his neigh- 
bours, pet rece ind he not one penywozth of damage, neither 
had he one ſtaſke bꝛuiſednop one eate 92 cod blaſted, ſo great 
were the merciesof GD D, and rb L r cryes 


and pzapers of the pooze * 5 


Hayle from Heanen. 

Pet I cannotany way comecture oꝛ aTaredly ſay, That 
this Judgement of God was purpoſedly ſent among them 
only fo2 their hard dealings oꝛ miſerable affeition to the. poꝛe 
at that time (as who Gould ſay the like vengeance. hall 
come vppon others that ſhall doe the ike. But fo2 that let 
enery man regard his-own ſafety and know by what J haue 
ſaid befoze , that all men ought to call to minde, how God 
by that gentle warning threatneth further vengeance , vn- 
les repentance be ſought foꝛ. There is na refpect of perſons 
befoze God, but allalike. And noqueſfion , but although 
fome be hard hearted, others are as pitifull: ſome not fo vn- 
gratefull, but others as gracious ,not ſo wie, but others as 
well minded and no doubt but though theſe miſerable men 
miqht be to hard of pitty , but that now they repent their 
hardneſle , and doe affaredly thmke that the gamer of all is 
farre moze powerfall then he that hath nothing but vet 
commeth from him. And I pꝛay God that all men may due- 

ly conſider of the ſane, and not onely vnder aſhe wm of comi⸗ 
ſeration offer a deuotion, a xlmes where no nted is, to be 
ginen as who ſhoulp ſap , for my credit I muſt releme my 
friends. But with a pure and Godly heart ſay : pou haue 
nede J will releine vou, vou are pe GD D hath tent pou. - 
What J giue is fo2 my alters ſe the giuer ef all. 

And this relation was fattheunp, and truely inffified at 
the laſt quarter Sections, heid at Louth in the county of 
Lincoine the tenth day of Julp laſt paſt 16 1 6. by dNuers 
honeſt and credible perſons in the open face of the whole 
court and allthe Knights and gentelmen then ſit ing vpon 
the bench, and therero22 it is fit faz enero deuont ſoule to 
thinke vpon thels things; and withatieacacſtneTe of heart 
tofllie from couetouſheſfe, fo thou ſhalt beare nothing of 
ty goods to iudgement with the, but that which thm 
haſt giuen to the pooꝛ e. O denp not te the pooꝛe the pet iſh⸗ 
ing and fraile goods fo2 whom Chriſt bath uat. refuſed to 
giue his life, giue to the posze that thou mail giue to thy 
ſe le, fo2 whatſo:uer thou haſt notbeſtowd vpon the pu 

| anotyer. -+ 


toue tous to whony the 1 020 is not a ſuſticient po 


heauen, leaſt it periſh in the earth , wilt thou perfozme ons 


Thunder Lightning and 


another ſhall enjoy, and thou ſhalt ronfeſethat he is foo 


portion, he 


doth not yet truely hope foz heauenly things, which'doth 


mo2e ef&me earthly things, bow would he giue his bꝛo⸗ 
ther his life that dentes him bꝛead, the band of the pooze 
is the treaſure of Beauen; that which it takes it puts in 


acc: ptable dutp to Chriſt, then erhibit a benefit tothepoze, 


foz the good Which is done to the members the head takes 


as done toit ſcife., Chꝛiſt ſaith, Giue me of that which 1 
haue giuen thee of mine one, dot god of thy good that 
thou mailt get the good, giue earthly things that thou maiſt 
get the the m, becauſe thon ſhalt loſe them by keping them 


too ſparingly, here Chzifts anmanition leaſt thou periſhby 


bis iudgement, when he ſhall ſap, Gos you curſed into euer. 
lating fire, becauſe you haue not ſed mee when Iwas an 


bungred, Foꝛget not that almes devs axs a moſt holy ſeed; 


as it is ſcatixed ſparingly oꝛ bountiſullp, the harueſt wilbe 

either pooze oz plentifull, if thou wilt be in the number of 

the ſotepe doe ſome good alſo. to the bps, let the Gaateg 

which are placed on the left hand affcight the, not becauſs 
ET roo 

K couetouſnefls, es. 
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The Valiant Father. 


Or fearefulliudgement by God ſhewed vpon 
a cn and blaſpheming Farmer named John 


Cormiſh,nor far from Strom in Staffora- ſhireʒw here he 
and his whole Houſhould in one day came to vntimely en- 
ding: being done the 9. of May laſt 1616, The ſame day 
Hiftris 5 Vincent killed her Children at Acton 
neere Londen: the like for ſtrangenes be- 
fore this time neuer happened 

in 5 


VE glorious ® | 
of God, hauing ſo long 
- and with lo great fanour vouch⸗ 
laled to caſt downe his heauenly 
bpon vs of this Land , and 
that in ſuch mealure that no na⸗ 
tion vnder the Cope ol Heauen 

T A ſuch a⸗ 
Ml bourwance of the Heſsings w 
| 3 daylie doe receiue in 
Swo2d, Dearth and F as 
— — thinke 
all thee ſinnes and wicked- 

uners umd pꝛoftritte bodies to pray 
— or lite, and to call 
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lackeblod oz ſpirit within them (whereby 


1 


The vnfortunate Father. 
to God fo2 grace to auoid all thinges hurtfull vnftittitng and 
abhominable in the ſight of God as Treaſons, thefts, wilfull 
murthers, deſparatiens of heart, and wilfull deſtroying the 
ſweet bꝛeath which the Lo2d hath ſo graciouſly bzeathed into 
the body of man at his firff Creation. | 

O how ſweet and comfoꝛtable a thing wers it foꝛ the mind 
of man to conſider in what ſtate the ſoule ſtandeth, when fo 
much as any euill oꝛ bloody thought ſhall but gos about to 
tirtumuent the hart, o2 beſiege the godly oꝛ inward thoughts 
of man, with contraricties æ differences to humaine nature. 
Conſider but of the Oꝛatoꝛs woꝛds in the 3. book of his Dffi- 
tes: wherein he doth vtterly condemne the bloody thought ok 
man fo2 murther oꝛ bloodſhedding as the moſt abhoꝛred and 
deteſtable thing in the woꝛld to bee deuiſed in diners ſimili⸗ 
tudes, as thus. Vt membra quædam Corpotis hominis am- 
putantur ſi et ipſa ſanguine et tanquam ſpiritu carere cæpe- 


runt: ſic iſta feritas corporis & immunitas belluæ a commu- 


ni hominum ſocietate ſegreganda eſt. Euen as certaine 
members of the body af man are cut oꝛ taken off, if they once 
| they cannot bee 

vſed to the helpe of man) Euen ſo this kind of cruelty e bealf- 
ly inhumanity is to be ſegregated and deuided from the fami⸗ 
liaritp, ſociety o2 thought ot all men. | 

Nay the moſt-holy and ſacred wozd and conunaunde⸗ 
ment of dur mol? gracious and louing GOD inthe. tenth 
Chapter of Exodus commandeth vs ſaying; Thou ſhalz not 
kill, Thou doe no murther, neither vpon thine owne perſon 
no2 the body of any other: Repzehending alfo Caine foz the 
murther of his r Abell, what heauy ſentance did the 
ond p2onounce againſt him foz his reward, A Vagabond 
ſhalt thou bee all the dayes of thy life. | 

Pow then ſhall the Arrogancie of man: the cruell thought 
of man, Dr the andatious heart of man pꝛeſumes ſo-farre 
as to moue ſo wonderfull , powerfull. and gracious a God 
in the pzofering to ſhed that blood which his n 


The vnfortunate Father, 
our Lo2d and Sautour Jeſus Chꝛiſt hath ſo dearely bought, 
ſhedding his own blood foꝛ the enlargement and redemption 
of our ſoules from Sathan our moztall enemy. What and 
how'many ſtrange and molt terrible accidents haue lately 
hapned through the want of calling to God fo2 grace, yet 
how little fozbearance to perſiſt in the like and wozſe, if 
- wozſe map be, dayly and hourely as now J am to relate to 
ou: which with a 

moſt abhominable in Gods ſight and moſt terrible foz 
the cares of man to heare. | | 

Not farre from $trowe in Stafford⸗ſhire dwelt a Farmer 
of good meanes and eſtate, named John Cormiſh, one whom 
the Lo2d had bleſt with plenty and aboundance : Yet the 
Tinell (thzough his want of grace, beeing the moztall ene⸗ 
mp to man) ſo crept into him, that hee inclyned himſelfe to 
nothing ſo much as curſſing, ſwearing and ſuch like, rob⸗ 
bing God al his honour. | 

Foz when it ſhould pleaſe God to croſſehimin any thing 
and that all went not as hee would haue and command it: 
his diſpoſition was moſt abhominablp to blaſpheme, to 
ſweare and ta murmure at the power of God, banning and 
fearefully curſing his wife and childꝛen. | 

He had one childe, apzetty youth of twelue yeares of age, 
whom he had on a day fozth with him to plough. And as it 
ſhould ſeeme ſomething happened croſſe , whether by fault 
of the horſes, oz fault in their tacklings o2 that the Child 
did diſpleaſe him in the dꝛiuing: it is vntertaine but hee bee- 
ing moued, without any moꝛe adoe ſuddenly fell to ſwearing 
and curfing of the child, and withall in a fury and madueſſe 
tooke vp aheanyclod, and let dine at the child in ſuch man- 
ner and with ſuch fozce and fury that he hat the Child vnder 
theeare, where with he pzcſently fell downe and dyed. 

O vnkoztunate man! O vnhappy tongue, to curſe and 
mone the diſpleaſure of God ſo deepely by ſuch vnhappy cra⸗ 
ning the confuſton and ſeeing it of thine owne fleſh and blod 
befoze thine owne face. 

Ca Troubled 


leeding heart muſt come from mee, fo2 
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The vnfortunate Father. 
Troubled in mind with the vnfoztunate chancs hee had, 


hee ſtanding yet amazed and not knowing what to doe, ths 
Childs body growing cold he toke the ſame and in a furrow 
buried it covering the ſame ouer with earth and mould of the 
field where this vnhappy chance fell out. Immagine but the 
terrible feare and trembling of his w okull heart: and imma- 
gine but the to2ments of his ſoule how great they were. 

He aus in heart (this terrible derd being done. He wan. 
dered ſadly homewards , along with his teame, wiſhing 
hz had neuer bene bone, to ſ&@ how iuſtlp His wiſhes 
ould hit vpon that pooze and innocent clude, am not da- 
ring to reneale this hard miſchance to his Wife : (not 
yet calling ts GD D fo grace) fell into deſperation, and 
to finiſh his further woes after he had ſet vp his teame ſafe 
in the ſtable, all voyde of grace moſt wilfally bangd him- 
kelte in his barne bpon a beame. 

Bis carefull wife not fearing oꝛ miſdaubting any man- 
ner of matter touching any ſuch miſfeztune. Thinking he 
had bene buſte among his Cattle went about to pꝛouide 


bis dinner agalutt he had done . And in the end muſing why 


be ould ſtay ſo loug aboue his wonted die the went foith 
calling him but de would not ſpeake, wheretoze ſhe went 
into the Barne and there with a wofull and A heauy hearf, 
the beheld this vufo:tunate ſpectacle,  .. 

Wofullp lamenting to herſclfe theſe ſad chances ſhe 
was perplered, pet G O D wot nothing could comfo2t her, 
fo2 tuety where the very thoughts of her heart were ſb mo- 
ued that ſhe was frantick in a manner, and full of cares, 
came into the houſe fearefully lamenting,where to encreaſec 
her farther ſo:row ſhe beheld the third part of her vnhappp 
foztune. The ſucking infant which the had ſet Towne 
carelefly vpon a table feli downe, and beat out fbebzatnes 
of it vpon the ground, being taken bat alittle befo2e from 
ſacking at her bzeaf. 

Terrible is this to be thought vpon : let all men 8 
in what caſe this caretull creature might walke , trouvied 


ſhe 


The vnforrunate Fatlici. 
ſhe mut be in minde ofnecsſifp: and ſaſhe was no doubt 
Pet voydeof grace as well as all the reſt, ſhe neuer left of, 
muſing and wandzing with a thouſand tronbled thoughts» 
pet all this while not knowing what became of berelbelf 
konne, no2 minded che anything, ſauing onely to finiſh and 
make vp the reſt of this molt wont and lamentable trage- 
die, without grace oz feareof GD D ſhe mot deſperatile 
went and info a pond thzew her ſelfe headlong, and d20w- 
ned her leite | «Ky 
blaſpheming Father dis wolall and accurfed ite, ind 
bot his p6v2edifreed Childʒen. Theeldet Chilbes bg: 
dy was afterwards found ont by aſhepards 17 who bp 
moanes of his dog being in the fietd, found gut this dead 
and murthezsd carcaſs; who renvaling che rum to ſome of 
the neighbo2s, the dend cop ot them all was carted to the 
towne, where many wofull eyes with terrible and amazed 
hearts beheld , the fearfnll and moſt heaup judgement of 
G D O, fo inflicted (offfy bpon the w ne joſptt that 
accuſed and wofull man. Where all men eheld it as 
time it was, with repentant and ſozrowfull hearts, deſtred 


ODD of his mercy to graunt them ill grace, to ſoꝛbeare 
fo attempt the wrath of the Lozd by curſings, and ſuch 
moſt damnable bannings and buhappy withes. ' 

This heauy aud moſt bloudy tragedy was attempted 
be gunne and perfo2med the very vnfoztunate and vnhappy 
day that ꝙiſtris Vincent of Acton in the County of Pid- 
delſere moſt bnhappily by the ing jgatton and p2ocurement 
of the diuell, did moſt wifully and bnnaturalip lay two in- 
fants her owne childꝛen, foꝛ which ſhe ſuffered death, in the 
heany ſight of many thouſonds of people. 

Let all men with ſped take warning at this time by this 
molt ſtrange yet to frew miſchance : ſo hapned vpon theſe 
wofull wights. Chat the Lozd map grant vs all ſo ſpeciall 
grace to call to him to repentance, that not ſo much as ons 
thought map be intertained into our hearts, either to take 
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Tlic vufortunate Father, 


his moſt holy and bleſſed name in vaine; oz baiuely to curſe 
02 ban one another, in that ho2ribie kind, finding aſaredly 
that G O Dis int in his dealings, and will heare the bit - 
ter wiſh of a blaiphemer, to his vtter downefail and ener- 
laſting damnation ,' Repent in time pzonoke not GD id 
fo vengeance. It is hozred and deteffible in the eares of 


men, farre mozeodious in the ſight of & D. Wherefoze » 


knowing the Loꝛd doth hate it, why ſhonld we pꝛactize z 
lone it, i' O D viſallow it, how can we allo it. Euer 
man take gentle warning: ſhun deſperation bycontinuall 
pꝛayer to & O D, who of his mercp will heare the pꝛayer 
of ſuch as call vpon him, GD D foz thy mercy guid vs 

with thy al grace, pꝛotect vs all with thy mer- 
cy, andgine us grace fozeuer tobeare in minde, 

how good and gracious thou haſt bene 

do thy finfull people. 


Bleſſed God increaſe thyloueto n all ito che end 
of our liues. 8 


FINIS. 
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